
Epidaurus, Archaeological Museum, cat. 147
= IG IV2 I, 305 [Plate 1]: votive relief repre-
senting Pan. Slab of light grey limestone,

roughly squared and broken in the lower right
corner. Height: 0,87 m. Width: 0,51 m. Thickness:
0,29 m. In the upper part of the stone, the inscrip-
tion: GORGIAS KRHYEUS / TOI FROUROI
ANEYEN.  Lettering assigned to the fourth or
third century B.C. 

The relief shows Pan in right profile, facing a
vertical structure carved along the stone’s right
edge. On his left shoulder the god carries an elon-
gated object which branches out at one end, per-
haps a tree. In his right hand, lowered at his side,
he holds a smaller object, also elongated in shape
and pointing vertically to the ground (a lagob-
olon?) Hiller von Gaertringen simply describes this
relief as “anaglyphum Panis arborem ferentis.” A
more extensive, if somewhat inaccurate, descrip-
tion, is given by M. Fraenkel in IG IV, 1352: “Pan
instructus membro erecto et pedibus capri sinistra
demissa nescio quid tenet, dextra supra humerum
sustinet rem in superiore parte latiorem, fortasse
arborem.” Neither Hiller or Fraenkel appear to
take notice of the vertical structure at the right end
of the relief1.

This idea of a Pan dendrophorus supported by
the editors of IG IV raises an interesting icono-
graphical problem. Unlike other semiferine crea-
tures of the Greek imagination (such as his closest
relatives, the Silenes, or the Centaurs), and unlike

what one might legitimately expect of a woodland
god (such as the Latin god Silvanus, often assimi-
lated to him)2, Pan is never depicted in the act of
carrying or wielding trees or tree branches. Trees,
in other words, do not belong among the icono-
graphical attributes of the Goat God. This depar-
ture from the iconographical tradition, in the Epi-
daurian relief, leads us to conclude that in this
case we are not dealing with another generic repre-
sentation of Pan, but with something more spe-
cific, a pictorial ‘narrative’ more closely associated
with the local cult of the Goat God — the illustra-
tion, perhaps, of an Epidaurian legend. 

A key element, in reconstructing the ‘narrative’
represented on the Epidaurian monument, is the
upright structure which stands directly across
from the god at the right edge of the pictorial field.
This can be identified either as a cave shown in
profile, or as an architectural element of some
kind, perhaps a gate entrance to a rustic shrine3.
The presence of such a structure, whether a sacred
cave or a temple gate, enables us to place the
unusual figure of a Pan dendrophorus within at
least two plausible contexts.
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One possible interpretation is that the Epidau-
rian relief represents the Goat God in the act of
planting a sacred grove. Groves and gardens in
close proximity to sacred caves or other rural
precincts are widely attested in the Greek world,
and we should not dismiss the idea that similar
establishments may have existed at Epidauros,
where the presence of underground springs and
the hilly configuration of the land offered an ideal
setting for this type of cultic complex. As for the
possibility that the vertical structure to the right of
the Epidaurian relief may represent a building,
rather than a cave, it is important to remember
that within the Asclepieum itself there are a num-
ber of architectural structures associated with the
cult of the Nymphs and subterranean waters4.
Among these, the so-called ‘Sacred Fountain’ in
the mideastern sector of the sanctuary -with its
unusually elongated chamber projecting against
the side of the hill in an obvious attempt to emu-
late a natural cave formation- provides perhaps
the best parallel for the unidentified structure
shown in our relief5.

A second, perhaps even more intriguing, possi-
bility offers itself when we interpret the object on
the god’s left shoulder as a club, rather than a live
tree. In this case, Pan would not be depicted here
as a gardener, but in his other role as a guardian of
sacred places, a function which seems particularly
appropriate to the profession of the monument’s
dedicants, the watchmen (frouro¤/) Gorgias and
Kretheus6. The kvrÊ/nh, or heavy club, appears in
the Goat God’s iconography as a substitute of, or
sometimes as a complement to, the more familiar
lagobolon, the light throwing stick which he uses to
hunt the hare7. Unlike the lagobolon, however,
which is a weapon exclusively associated with the
hunting sphere, the korune crosses over to the
world of guardsmen and custodians (such as, for
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instance, the kvrunhfÒroi of Pisistratus: Hdt. 1,
59; D.L. 1, 1, 66; Plut. Sol. 30), being a traditional
attribute of guardian gods like Heracles or Pria-
pus. When interpreted in this light, the dedication
to Pan by the Epidaurian phrouroi Gorgias and
Kretheus, far from being an isolated accident,
finds its place in a broader, well-defined, religious
tradition which links the Goat God with the pro-
fessional category of watchmen and guards8. The
traces of this tradition can be followed, across the
Greek world, from the island of Thasos in the
northeastern Aegean, to the Corycian cave on Mt.
Parnassus. At Thasos we find the dedication of a
statue to Pan by an entire squad of Thasian
frouro¤/, IG XII, Suppl. 429: 
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Pçna §sthsan frouro¤ koinÚn êgalma tÒde [sequ-
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At the Corycian cave, an inscription cut in the
live rock of mountain bears witness to the devo-
tion of the local policemen for this god: BCH
Suppl. 9 (1984), Inscriptions, 345, n. 9: 

EÎstratow / 'Alkidãmou / 'AmbrÊsiow, /
sumper¤poloi, / Pan¤, NÊmfaiw.
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Plate 1: Votive relief representing Pan (IG IV2 I, 305)
(Epidaurus, Archaeological Museum, cat. 147).
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